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IN THE CLAIM: 

Claim 1 (Cancded) 

2. (Previously presented) Test tube ^paralx^ 

said container body has a substantially circular cross-section. 

3. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wh^ein: 
said cavity is essentially prismatic and has an essentially rectangular cross-section; 
a c^indrical connecting part for filling projects from said container body. 

4. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherdn: 
said indicia wall also forms a wall of the container body. 

5. previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherein: 

said indicia wall is f(Hmed by a flat laminar zone projecting from said container body. 

6. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Qaim 19, wherein; 

said indicia wall is formed by a flat laminar zone developed as an extension of a wall of 
said cavity parallel to a direction of said detection rays of an optical analyzmg system. 

7. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 6, wherein: 
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said laminar zone extends symmetrically on opposite sides of said cavity, said ca^^ty 
having a substantially prismatic shape. 

8. (Previously presented) Test tube 5?>paractus accordir^g to Claim 6, T\*erein: 
longitudinal edges of said laminar zone and an additional projection located at a distance 

from said edges define a vohime of the test tube contained and centered in acylindrical housing. 

9. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus accordii® to Claim S, wherein: 

said additional projection is longitudinal and is developed aloEg a plane of symmetry 
perpendicular to said laminar zone. 

Claims 10 -11 (Canceled) 

12- (Currently Amended) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherein: 
said indicia wall projects tangentiaily from the cylindrical container body, 

13. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 12, wherein: 
said indicia wall projects on oppodte ades of the cylindi'Icai container body. 

14. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus according to Claim 19, wherein: 
two of said imficia walls are provided on said container body and are substantially 
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parallel and spaced from one another. 

15. (Previously presented) Test tube apparatus accarding to Claim 19, wherein: 
said container body has an essentially prismatic shape and a rectangular cross^section; 
a bar code is applied onto at least one of the walls substantially parallel to the detecdon 

rays. 

Claims 16 - IS (Canceled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A test tiibe apparatus compriaiig: 

a container body defining a cavity capable of holding a sample, said container body 
having a lon^tudinal a>d5 and two substantially flat and paralld oppose walls extending along 
said longitudinal axis, said oppo^te walls being formed of a matMial and a shape for passing 
5 detection rays through said opposite walls and through said cavity; 

an indida wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said incbcia wall being receivable of optically readable information and being 
integral with s^d container body . 

20, (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19. wherein: 
said indicia wall has a substantially flat sur&ce substantially parallel with said 
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longitiidioal axis of said container body. 

21. previously presented) The apparatus in accordance w 

said indicia wall has a substantially flat surfece substantially parallel to the detection 

rays. 

22. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19, wherein: 
said indida wall is non-intersecting of the detection rays> and said mdida wall is in a 

plane substantially parallel with said longitudinal axis of said container body, said in^da wall 
has a substantially flat surface substantially parallel to the detection rays. 

23 . (Previously presented) The aj^aratus in accordance with claim 20, wherein: 
said substantially flat surface has a width larger than a distance between said opposite 

walls* 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Previously presented) The apparatus in accordance with claim 19, iJ^erein: 
said container body and said indicia wall form longitudinal edges for centering and 

supporting said container body in a seat 
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26. (Canceled) 

27. (NTew) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

acylindrical contains body defimngaca^n1y<s^)^ said container 

body hawng a lon^dinal axis and opposite walk ejctending alwig said longitudinal axis, said 

opposite walls bring fbimed of a material and a stapt for passing detection rays through said 

opposite walls and through said cavity; 

anindidawaUcoimectedtosaidcontainerbodyandcjctendinglongitudinallyalotigsaid 

container body, said indicia waD being spaced fix>m said opposite walls and spaced from the 

drtection rays, said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information, said indicia 

wall bang formed by a flat laminar zone projecting from said c<xi[tainer body, said flat laminar 

zone having a longitudinal edge arranged substantially parallel to said lon^dinal axis of said 

container body and arranged adjacent to said container body. 

28 . (New) The ^paratus in accordance with claim S, wherdn: 

siud flat laminar zone t»s a longitudinal edge arranged substantially paralld to said 
longitucBnal axis of said container body and arranged adjacent to said container body. 

29. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a container body dining a cavity capable of holding a sample, said container body 
having a longitudinal axis and two substantially flat and parallel opposite walls ejctending along 
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said longitudinal axis, said opposite walls being fonned of a material and a shape for passing 
detection rays through said opposite walls and throi^ said cavity; 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information; 

. a cylindrical connecting part for filling said cawty projects from said container body. 

30. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

acylindiical container body definingacavity capable of holding a sample, said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longimdinal axis, said 
opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
opposite walls and through said cavhy. said cavity being essentially prismatic and having an 
essential^ rectangular cross-section; 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and exten^g longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection lays. said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information; and 

a cylindrical connecting part for filling projecting from said container body. 

31. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a (^lindrical container body defining acawty equable ofholdii^ a sample, said container 
body having a lon^tudinal axis and oppo^ walls extenduig along said lon^tucBnal aMs, said 
opposite walls being fonned of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
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5 opposite walk and through said cavity; 

an indicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall being spaced from said opposte walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indida wall bdng rec«vable of optically readable information, said indicia 
wall also forming a wall of the container body. 

32. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container 
body having a lon^tudinal axis and c^posite walls extending along said longitudinal axis, said 
opposite walls being fonned of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 opposite walls and through said cavity; and 

two indicia walls connected to said container body and extending lon^tudinally along 
said container body, said two indicia walls bdng spaced from said opposite walls and spaced 
from the detection said indicia walls being receivable of optically readable information, 
said two in(Uda walls being provided on said container body and bdng substantially parallel and 
spaced from one another. 

33. (New) A test tube apparatus compri^g: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container 
body haraig a longitudinal axis and opposite walls extending along said longitudinal axis, said 
opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
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5 opposhe walls and through said cavity, said container body having an essentially prismatic shape 

and a rectangular cross-sectioi^ 

an indicia wall connected to said containerbody and extending lon©tudinalfy along said 
container body, said indicia wall bdng spaced from said opposite waDs and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information; and 

a bar code ^pUed onto at least one of the walls substantially parallel to the detection 

rays. 

34. (New) A test tube apparatus comprising: 

a cylindrical container body defining a cavity enable ofholdJi^ a sample, sMd container 

body having a longitudinal axis and opposite waUs esctending along said longitudinal axis, said 

opposite walls being formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 

5 opposite walls and througb said cavily, and 

anindicia wall connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 

container body, said indicia wall bang spaced fit)m said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indida wallbemg receivable of optical^ readable information, said indicia 
wall being fonned by a flat laminar zone developed as an tension of a wall of said cavity, said 
10 laminar zone extenifing symmetrically on opposite sides of said cavity, said cavity having a 

substantially prismatic shape. 

35. (New) A test tube apparatus compri^ng: 
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a cylindrical container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container 
body having a longitudinal axis and opposite walls e^ctending along said longitudinal axis, said 
opposite walls bdng formed of a material and a shape for passing detection rays through said 
5 oi^osite walls and through said cavity; and 

an indicia waU connected to said container body and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indida wall being spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from die 
detection rays> said indicia wall being receivable of optically readable information, said indicia 
wall being fonned by a flat laminar zone developed as an extension of a wall of said cavity, 
1 0 longitudinal edges of said laminar zone and an adcfitional projection located at a distance from 

said edges defining a volume of the test tube contained and centered in a cylindrical housing. 

36. (New) A test tube eq^paratus comprisii^: 

a container body defining a cavity capable ofholding a sample, said container body 
having a longitudinal axis and two substantially flat and parallel oppoate walls extending along 
said longitudmal axis, said oppoate walls being fonned of a material and a shape for passing 
5 detection rays through said opposite walls and through said cavity; 

an in<Kcia wall connected to said containerbody and extending longitudinally along said 
container body, said indicia wall bdng spaced from said opposite walls and spaced from the 
detection rays, said indida wall being receivable of optically readable information, said indida 
wall is formed by a flat laminar zone developed as an extension of a wall of said cavity parallel 
10 to a direction of said detection rays of an optical analyzing system, said laminar zone exteiKis 
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symmetricaUyonopposite sides of said cavity, saidcavity having a substantially prismatic shape. 
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